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few years later when an earthquake hit Glen Ellen, the walls
cracked and he discovered that they were not only hollow
but that the workmen had thrown into them the tin cans
and refuse from their lunches. There was the matter of the
bathroom equipment bought for the foreman's house, for
which he paid full price, but which proved to be second-hand
when it was deposited at the Glen Ellen railway station.
However, the worst blow to Jack was that Mrs. Eames
stopped sending him his monthly accounts. In an agonised
letter written to her from Penduffryn, in which he tries to
set her straight on a score of business complications, he
complains that although he received mail from her every
month of the year 1908, she had sent him accounts for only
February and May.

Then, in the midst of the chaos, Ninetta Eames con-
cluded an astute business deal and Jack forgave her every-
thing. She sold the serial rights of Martin Eden to the Pacific
Monthly, for the princely sum of seven thousand dollars,
which covered his debts and put him a few thousand dollars
ahead.

Adjoining the Hill Ranch in Sonoma Valley was the
Kohler vineyard property of eight hundred acres and the
Lamotte Ranch of one hundred and ten acres. For many
months Ninetta Eames kept reminding Jack that the Kohler
property was for sale for $30,000 and a great bargain, and
repeatedly informed him that the Lamotte Ranch could be
bought for $10,000. There was no reason for him to buy
either of these ranches; he already owned a hundred and
thirty acres of magnificent land on which he had not yet
passed a single night; there remained another five years in
which he intended to sail around the world; and the $7000
he had just received from Martin Eden had saved him from
imminent bankruptcy. But he remembered the rolling hills
and redwoods of the Lamotte Ranch, the happy hours he had
spent riding down its canyons and across the trails through
the vineyards and madrone. By return mail he ordered Mrs.
Eames to buy the Lamotte Ranch for him. She paid about
$3000 down, and mortgaged the balance. Sailing a ketch